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(7. 8. Co~xarEss.—In the Senate, on Sat-
arday, the committee on foreign affairs, to
which was referred the correspondence between
Franee and the United States on the subject of
mediation, made a report with resolutions de-
clining any such mediation. The committee of
conference on the finance bill presented a re-
port compromising the differences between the
¢wo Houses on the bank tax clause, by which
the tax i< to be one per cent. per annam on all
circulation under the amounts fised in the
House sliding scale, and two per cent. on clrcu-
Jation in excess of tho=e amounts, with the one
quarter of one per cent. tax onall deposits.—
The bill fer envolling and calling out the mili-
tia of the United States, as amended by the
tlonse, was taken up and discussed at length.
The amendments were adopted, and the bill
was thus passed.  In the House of Represen-
tatives, the committee on elections reported ad-
versely on the elaims of Alvin awkins as a
yepresentative from the ninth Congressional
district of Tennessee. The report of the con-
forence committee on the bill to increase the
number of major and brigadier generals was
adopted. and the bill passed. The bill amen-
datory to the internal tax law was passed as
veported from the committee on the whole.—
The House agreed to the report of the confer-
snce committee on the finance bhill, as noticed
above, and the bill passed.

R SIS

The property known as the ‘‘Chinese Build-
ing.”” formerly a well known resort of *‘Old
New York,”” was recently sold at auction for
&155,000,

The Provost Marshal at Aquia Creek has
commenced in good earnest clearing out the
gamblers, swindlers, and suckers generally,
who, in large numbers, had concentrated at
Aquia (‘reek. He shipped per the John
Brooks yvesterday about a seore of these worth-
less fellows, under guard.

{(vei. De Ahua, whose nomination was not
confirmed by the Senate, has addressed a me-
morial to Congress, in which he makes a state-
ment of grievance which bears hard on
{reneral Halleck. Gen. De Ahua is a soldier
by profession, educated at the Royal Military
Uollege at Munich.

Gen. McClellan has secluded himselt from
the public since his arrival, only leaving his
room to testify before the Committee on the
concuet of the war. It is said that Gen.
Scott will express his disapproval of the pub-
heation of the letter which the President de-
c¢hned to communicate to Congress, but which
was “ventilated” from the files of the War
}-’@I,mr‘fment.

The city of St. Louis is suffering from a
Fant of coal, the impossibility of obtaining
which has brought to a stand and completely
_‘i’{“';];vsed nearlv all manufacturing enterprises
Hihe ity

WAR NEWS.

One of the New York Sunday sensational
journals has received hy the way of Cairo a
batch of rumors from Vickshurg. Itisreport-
ed that the canal was completed on the 20th
ult., that the gunboats had all passed through,
and that the transports were preparing to fol-
low when the Confederate batteries at Warren-
ton should be reduced. When this was aec-
complished the whole force would be sent
against Port Hudson. It is also reported
that the small gunboat fleet had rzached the
Yazoo river, and were vigorously operating
against the Confederates in the rear of Vicks-
burg. There were also reports of serious dis-
asters to the Federal forces, but these, however,
were not eredited. The Baltimore American
thinks all these reports are mere ‘‘canards.”’

It is said that the Confederate General Van
Dorn has crossed the Tennessee river at Flo-
rence with 8,000 cavalry to reinforce General
Bragg. The expedition from Corinth, under
Colonel Corwan, is reported to have captured
two hundred Confederates, under Gen. Rod-
ley, at Tuscumbia, on the 22d nlt., with a large
amount of ammunition and a provision train.

(ien. Foster has returned to Newbern to
make arrangements fo: another expedition.

It is reported that the C(onfederates have
placed serious obstructions in the harbor of
Charleston.
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It appears that the Pennsylvania Rezerves
refused to do doty, instead of going to sleep,
when sent on picket in the vieinity of Union
Mills. The Washington Star says that their
excuse 1s, and the reason they assignis, they
have been in the service since May or June,
1861; that they have participated in most of
the hattles of Virginia; that they are so re-
duced in numbers, that no one regiment will
number 250 men, and that their requesc to go
home and return has been disregarded. Just
before going out on duty the day on which
they refused, they were informed that the
2d New Hampshire Volunteers, Lieut. ;Col.
Baily commanding, a three years regiment,
numbering 560 muskets had heen permitted to
go home for the purpose ot filling their, regi-
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ment to the maximum number. The Reserves
acted upon the ground that partiality was
shown.

Adelina Patti continues to attract all Paris
to the Italian Opera, which has witnessed no
such furore since the days of Malibran. The
Emperor, who cares little for music, has been
to hear Patti halfa dozen times, and with the
Empress, was present at the Diva’s benefit,

‘when she appeared for the first time in Paris,

as Zerlina, in Don Giovanni. During the even-
ing the young artiste was invited to the Impe-
rial hox, and conversed with their Majesties
during half an hour. They presented her
with a magnificient diamond bracelet.

A Naval officer has been arrested for being
drunk ina N. Y. concert saloon, cheering Pres-
:dent Davis as the only decent man in the coun-
try, and cursing President Lincoln and Admiral
Paulding. The Court sent him to Fort La-

. h
]{a}'{}t‘tff_, IIP was (]Ouhle 11'011E(1,

iis S

General Townsend was armed with power on
the 22d, it is said, to adjudicate all differences
between General Foster and General Hunter's
forces. The arrest of General Stevenson ani
Chief Quartermaster Slaight, of Foster's com-
mand, by Gen. Hunter, created some excite-
ment. It is said they were arrested on a mis-
understanding,  An announcement has heen
made by General Townsend that the forces
from North Carolina are not to he taken out
of that department permanently. or detached
from their old army corps.

A letter received in Boston from on board
the gunboat Rhode Island states that a steamer
supposed to be the Alabama or the Florida,
was chased by the Rhode Island during the
day and night of the 7th wult., but withouat
success. The Alabama was ordered out of
Port Royal, Jamaica, on January 25, before
having completed her repairs.

Four submarine contrivances, intended ior
work in Charleston harbor, were recently sent
from New York in tow of the steamer Ericsson. -
After fourteen days passage the steamerarrived
at Port Royal with only one of the machines,
the others having broken loose and gone to the
bottom.

There is a serious difficulty between Brazil
and Peru, on the subject of the navigation of
the Amazon, which according to anti-Brazilian
accounts, the Brazilian Uovernment wants to
monopolize.

The Port Royal correspondent of the New
York Tribune writes:—*“The Kighteenth Ar-
my Corps has made a most unfavorable im-
pression here, by their recent actions. Since
landing upon St. Helena Island, some of the
regiments have manifested a most wanton van-
dalizm in the destraction of property and abuse
of the defenceless. Last Tuesday ten houses
oceupied by negroes were burned to the eround,
money and other articles plundered, and at
various times before and since haystacks have
been destroyed, and pigs and cows either shot
or earried off. These outrages are blamed
upon the Tweunty-fourth Massachusetts and
Niuth New Jersev. In addition, Nathan:l
Tarr. a Massachusetts citizen, complains that
the hull of a schooner purchased by hin:,
and the masts and rigeing of another vessel
which he had designed to transfer, had been
mutilated and destroyed by the Gne Hund:eth
New York to such an extent that $2.500 would
be required to replace the materials.”

«Valakoft”! writes to the New York Times
that every one in Paris seems to be waiting pa-
tiently to see what will be the reply of the
American Govvernment to the last French
note. In the clubs hets are being made as to
whether Mr. Seward will accept or reject the
French proposition, and many persons there
are who predict, in case of a rejection, the
most grave consequences.

A letter from Fortress Monroe, Feb. 27,
saye, there 1s ne news here to-day to mention,
and no immediate prospect of any army move-
from this place—rumors to the contra-

ments
v potwithstanding.’



